
Description: 

Discoaster deflandrei BRAMLETTE & RIEDEL, 1954 

b c 

FIG. 6 - Discoaster deflandrei n. sp., holotype. x 2500. 
FIG. la-c - Discoaster deflandrei n . sp ., x 1650, showing variation in width 
of rays. la, b - From the Eocene of Saipan. lc - From the Burdigalian of 

the Aquitainc Basin, France. 

Dis coaster 
dejlandrei 

Asterolith consisting of a central disc with usually six (rarely five or seven) broad, bifurcate rays 
which are generally as long as, or a little longer than, the radius of the central disc. Outline 
of the enlarged, bifurcating parts of the rays rounded or slightly angular; terminal notches angu
lar rather than rounded. Spaces between the rays (proximally) subcircular, not angular, ap
proximately as broad as the narrowest part of the rays and half as broad as the widest part of 
the rays. Total diameter usually 10- 17 microns. 

Remarks: 

This species differs from D. challengeri in the large central disc and relatively broad rays, with 
the sides of the rays not parallel; and from D. woodringi in the bifurcate rays with rounded 
spaces between them. 
The considerable range of variation, particularly in the width of the rays, may make it desirable 
eventually to recognize several subspecies or varieties (text figs. 1a, b, c). 

Type level: 

This species apparently ranges from the middle Eocene to the lower Miocene, inclusive, but is 
abundant only in the Oligocene. 

Type locality: 

Cipero formation, Renz sample no. 90, type locality for the fauna of Zone I (lower Oligocene 
of Renz and of Cushman and Stainforth, 1945, p. 4), sea cliffs south of San Fernando, 375 ft. 
S of 35 Y2 mile-post on railway, Trinidad. 
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Other occurrences - Burdigalian (lower Miocene), Saint-Etienne d'Orthe, Aquitaine Basin, 
France; "Adelina marl" (lower Oligocene of Palmer and Bermudez, 1936, p. 227), Finca Ade
lina, E of Colon, Matanzas Province, Cuba; Densinyama formation (upper Eocene), Talofofo 
Road, N Saipan, Marianas Islands ; Monterey formation (lower Miocene), Bradley Quadrangle, 
Salinas Valley, California; Culebra formation (upper 0 ligocene-lower Miocene), E side of 
Gaillard Cut near Empire Bridge, Panama Canal Zone, and many other localities. 
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